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Town Administrator Carey and Members of the Select Board:

We are writing to express our disappointment at the Town’s lack of progress in identifying
and hiring a new Director for Sustainability Planning. We urge you to expedite filling this
vital post as soon as possible.

The position is critical for Brookline to address important climate priorities. The lack of a
strong and effective Director has significantly slowed the Town’s progress on meeting
existing climate goals; planning for mitigation, adaptation, and resilience; and responding
to emerging climate issues. Given the rapid and accelerating pace of climate change, it is
critical to address these needs immediately. The work cannot and will not take place until
we have a new Director of Sustainability Planning.

We are aware that there has been discussion at the Select Board and by the Town
Administrator about how to best situate this position within Town Hall, but we are
concerned that this process is taking longer than expected. Despite the importance of this
position, the job opening has not been posted, although the position has been vacant since
July. The delay in taking even this first step is notably concerning.

Multiple efforts to move Brookline forward on climate action have been left hanging. Prior
to his departure, the Director of Sustainability Planning was working to update the town’s
2018 Climate Action Plan (CAP), and had hired a consultant to help with updating and
re-assessing priorities. Since his departure, no further progress has been made.

In addition, Brookline received funds from the 2021 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to
hire a consultant to train energy coaches; this work must be completed within a two-year
window. This is a crucial need for Brookline, yet there is no way to launch this vital project
without a Director of Sustainability Planning to manage it. Beyond this effort, which has
already been funded, Brookline is missing out on opportunities for other grant support.



Before the most recent Director was hired, the town suffered an 18-month-gap between
the departure of Brookline’s first Director and Mr. Barasso. Every day that this role remains
unstaffed is a day that Brookline falls further behind in addressing the greatest crisis of our
time.

We need to move forward rapidly and aggressively to recruit a strong and qualified
candidate for this job, and we need to support our new Director of Sustainability Planning
in a way that will enable the person to remain in this role. Brookline has a large
community of devoted and skilled volunteer climate activists who can assist in supporting
the new Director once the position is filled.

We urge the Town Administrator and members of the Select Board to rapidly resolve all
remaining issues related to the nature of this role, to post the job, and work to install a
new town Director of Sustainability Planning as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Brookline Mothers Out Front

Chapter Leadership Team Members

Alison Plante
Ann Coles
Anne Sudduth
Deane Coady
Diane Sokal
Elizabeth Catherine Loula
Inge Damm-Luhr
Isabel Pisano

Judy Chambliss
Karen Kraut
Kelly Salvatore
Laura Knott
Leora Faiber
Lily Yu
Louise Bowditch
Marga Dieter

Neela Kaushik
Olivia Fischer Fox
Patty Correa
Sloan Sable
Susan Martin
Tracie Burns
Wendy Stahl

Brookline Members and Allies

Abigail Cox
Alec Lebovitz
Alexis Petrilla
Alisa Plazonja
Alison Arnstein
Alison Plante
Amanda Zimmerman

Gillian Webster
Gina Crandell
Ginget Melton
Gregg Lebovitz
J. Guth
Jacob Giglietti
Janet Goddard

Mark Giglietti
Mark Salvatore
Marlene Ellin
Marsha Zierk
Martha Leader
Mary Robinson
Matthew Guemple



Amie Lindenboim
Ann Abrams
Arisa Boit
Bambi Good
Barbara Brown
Barbara McDonough
Bernardine Chan
Betsey Dalbeck
Brian Ladd
Carol Genovese
Carrie Staff
Catherine Donaher
Cathleen Cavell
Charles Homer
Christopher Mutty
Christy Timon
Cindy Li
Courtney Skulley
Daria O'Connor
David Kroop
David Mann
David Mendels
Deborah Rivers
Deborah Rivlin
Diana McClure
Dominic Nicholas
Dorothy Ross Cady
Edie Raskin
Eleanor Clarkson
Elena Rippel
Eli Giglietti
Elisabeth Frost
Elizabeth Coons
Ellen Bruce
Erin Pierce
Georgia Smith
Geri Lambert

Janet Kolodner
Janice Shotkin
Jason Adkins
Jean Huang
Jeff Garmel
Jenny Fariborz
Jillian Berry Jaeker
Joan Lancourt
Joan Schwartz
Joanna Messing
Jody Leader
John Harris
John Rumpler
Jon Stahl
Jonathan Klein
Judith Havens
Julia Herskowitz
Kara VanGuilder
Katha Seidman
Katherine Butler
Kerri Ann Tester
Kevin MacKenzie
Kimberly Ozaki
Laura Perras
Laura Walters
Lauren Bernard
Linda Watts
Lisa Cunningham
Lisa King
Louise Burkhart
Madeline Fine
Maiyim Baron
Manuel Perry
Marc Foster
Maria Lee
Marilyn Ray Smith
Marissa Vogt

Matthew Sudduth
Michael Best
Michael Monroe
Michael Rubenstein
Michael Wessels
Mike Toffel
Miranda Daniloff Mancusi
Neil Faiber
Nicola Thompson
Nitasha Manchanda
Pamela Katz
Parren Fountain
Patricia Maher
Paul Saner
Perry Grossman
Robert Daves
Rosalie Hermos
Roslyn Feldberg
Sally Byrne
Sally Coughlin
Sally Lyberger
Sarah ONeill
Sarah Pearl
Scott Wantman
Shannon Veski
Shira Fischer
Skye Morrison Kramer
stephen vogel
Subhadra England
Susan Cunningham
Susan Senator
Suzette Abbott
Talia Lewis
Ted Lewis
Val Frias
Zipora Ostroy


